
 

Have you noticed that time seems to be moving faster than ever, particularly as summer 
fades into fall, as one school year merges into yet another?  Somehow, almost magically, 
this summer I completed forty years of service in Adventist education.  My first year 
doesnôt seem so long ago in some ways, but when looking back, my vision has to pass 
over hundreds of mountains and valleys to reach back through the mists to that time when 
I was fresh and new right out of collegeðand when I had all the answers to all the 
questions that aroseðand some that didnôt!  May I share with you that my wonderful 

youthful idealism as well as my somewhat bruised, battered, and perhaps even dented outlook on life today have both been wonderful gifts 
from God.  I saw His hand in the beginning and I see it even more clearly today.  Through all of my ñlifetimes,ò I have been abundantly 
blessed by Godôs guiding hand and  by His rescuing me from all sorts of challenges, many of those created by myself.  Prayer worked then, 
and it still works now. 
 
Perhaps forty years in Adventist education has in some way prepared me to speak to you from the pinnacle of experience and old age, and 
I would like to share a few thoughts with you regarding education over the past half century.  I started school in the fall of 1950 and have 
been involved in some way with education every year since.  I learn new things every day. 
 
First, although exciting educational theories come along every few years and sweep through the  literature like wildfire, making all past 
theories seem stale and ineffective, the real key to lasting education is that special interaction between teacher and student.  The touching 
of heart and mind that you recognize as you look into the eyes of individual students is what really makes a difference in student lives, what 
allows them to grow and mature and successfully live in this world while preparing for a wonderful promised  world to come.  That touching 
of lives is also what makes all the heartaches and hassles of teaching worthwhile.   
 
Second, donôt throw away the old and tried and true just because something new comes along.  The wonders of bright colors, of 
professional graphics and typography, of electronic learning are useful, but they do not guarantee either excellence of ideas or correct 
pedagogy.  Put them to the test!  For example, the Bible isnôt the most attractive textbook, but it contains the most crucial wisdom for a 
happy life on this earth and throughout eternity.  Remember, Jesus taught in parables, little stories that were easy to comprehend and store 
away for future use. His methods still work. 
 
Third, seek to discover what the future holds.  Look ahead. Read.  Some of my colleagues refused to learn how to use computers, thinking 
that they were a passing trend.  Others said that they would never need to learn to deal with a variety of cultures since all of their students 
were from the majority culture.  What majority culture!  Others refused to consider learning to understand and speak Spanish because they 
had no Spanish speaking students or parents.  When you can see what is coming, prepare for it now. 
 
Fourth, the key to classroom managementðcontrary to the old tale of not smiling until Decemberðis to always be over prepared.  Know 
where you are headed and how you plan to get there in a classroom setting.  Start the school year and every school day with everything all 
laid out in advance.  Begin promptly and stay on track.  If interruptions come or disasters arise, get back to your plan as soon as possible.  
As a colleague said to me early on, ñOnce the train is moving ahead, everyone runs to jump on board!ò  By the way, bribery doesnôt work in 
the classroom for long.  Prayer does. 
 
Fifth, learn to live within your means.  Teachers are probably never going to be paid well by worldly standards, but, with Godôs blessing, 
your salary will provide what you needðand many of your reasonable wants.  Understand that happiness does not come from thingsðit 
comes from relationships.  Sometimes, things just get in the way! 
 
Finally, my niece once said to me, ñBeing good and working hard just doesnôt pay off.  The lazy, lying cheaters always win.ò They donôtð
particularly in the long run.  Be one of the good guys because goodness has all sorts of rewards.  Many are eternal! 
 
May your career in Adventist education be one of happiness and joy.  Blessings to you as you begin a fresh new school year! 
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THEME BOOK SEELECTION ð Grades 7 & 8  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THEME BOOK SELECTIONS ð Kindergarten  

 
       Each theme has more than one book selected.  One book should be provided for each teacher. 

The following titles are being written for the series:  8 Laws of Health, Willie White and the Steamboat, Christmas 
Gifts.  The book Jungle Tom is being re-written as a picture book. 

NAD Summer Committee Update 
 
The 2008 NAD Summer Committees met June 9-26 in 
Corpus Christi, Texas.  Master teachers and union 
associates joined North American Division education 
leadership in a productive effort to enhance and build on 
curricular related topics.  This is a preliminary report of the 
progress of the committees.  A final and more substantive 
report will be given to the directors and associates at the time 
of the annual curriculum and advisory meetings in December. 
 
Pathways Summer Committee 
 
After CRISS training during the first two days of the meeting, 
the committee finalized the selection of books and began 
writing the 7th and 8th grade literacy program.  The committee 
chairperson reported that this committee accomplished a 
tremendous amount of work and the program development 
should be completed on or before schedule. 
 
Kindergarten Committee 
 
The Kindergarten Curriculum Committee is well on the way to 
completing the new kindergarten curriculum.  All books in the 
program have been selected and the curriculum is nearing 
the point of classroom piloting.   
 
Program Pilot 
 
Selected kindergarten teachers will meet in Dallas, Texas, 
November 3-4, 2008 for an introduction to the new program 
and training.  Teachers will then be asked to pilot the 
program in their classrooms.  After the program has been 
piloted and field tested, revisions will be made and the 
program produced for classroom implementation in the fall of 
2011. 
 
Spiritual Resources 
 
The Spiritual Resources Committee developed a number of 
resources for use by the classroom teacher.  Visit the 
Spiritual Resources site at http://sdaedspiritual resources.org 
to find new and previously posted resources.  Additional 
resources will be posted as they are completed. 
 
You are encouraged to share your ideas and resources that 
have worked in your classroom. 
 
Elementary Science Committee ï Grades 5-8 
 
The Elementary Science Committee was able to complete its 
project of providing supplements to the existing 5-8 science 
curriculum.  Teachers will be excited with the many hands-on 
activities and supplements developed.  This supplement is 
designed to be used for the next 2-3 years as the NADOE 
works to develop an new series.  The supplement will be 
available on disk as well as in hardcopy.  A companion in-
service DVD will also be made available.  Superintendents 
will receive additional information as it becomes available.  
Watch for the in-service and samples at the time of your 
August in-service.  If your conference in-service is scheduled 
for a later date, materials will be made available to 
superintendents, principals, and head teachers. 
 
The S.M.A.R.T.  Manual was also revised and will be 
available along with the science supplement in mid-July. 

Theme  
Content Area 

  
Grade 7 

  
Grade 8 

  
  

Heroes 
Literature Development 

  

  
  

Frau Luther 
by Yvonne Davy 

The Unlikeliest Hero: 
The Story of Desmond T. Doss, 

The Soldier who 
Wouldnôt Touch a Gun 
by Booton Herndon 

My World and Others 
Geography 

Sigiôs Fire Helmet 
by  Ernie Holyer 

Days of Terror 
by Barbara Smucker 

Living Things 
Science 

Gifts of an Eagle 
by Kent Durden 

Phineas Gage: A Gruesome but 
True 

Story about BrainScience 
by John Fleischman 

Spiritual Journey 
Adventist Heritage 

Taught by a Tiger 
by Norma Youngberg 

Heartwarming Stories of Adventist 
Pioneers: 

You Will See Your Lord a-Coming 
by Norma J. Collins 

Friends and Family 
Social Science 

  

Heartbeat 
by Sharon Creech 

Eric Liddell: 
Something Greater Than Gold 

by Janet & Geoff Benge 
Environment 

Science 
  

Under the Ice 
by Kathy Conlan 

The Case of the Monkeys That Fell 
from the Trees: And Other Myster-

ies in 
Tropical Nature 

by Susan E. Quinlan 
Personal Feelings & Growth 

Health & Guidance 
A Single Shard 

by Linda Sue Park 
Song of the Trail 

by Mabel Earp Cason 
Yesterday 

History 
To Linger is to Die 
by Lilya Wagner 

Strangers in the Land 
by Louise A. Vernon 

Social Issues & Culture 
Social Science/Current Events 

Gallaudet: Friend of the 
Deaf 

by Etta Degering 

The Gospel of Luke 
New Living Translation 

Theme Book 1 Book 2 Book 3 Book 4 

Heroes Beinô with You 
This Way 
Nikola-Lisa 

One Smile 
McKinley 

Winners Never 
Quit 
Mia Hamm 

This is Our 
House 
Rosen 

My World and 
Others 

Me On the Map 
Sweeney 

Adele & Simon 
McClintock 

Be My Neighbor 
Ajmera 

Career Day 
Rockwell 

Living Things When Rain Falls 
Stewart 
  

The Tree in the 
Ancient Forest 
Reed-Jones 

When We Go 
Camping 
Ruurs 

Good-Night Owl! 
Hutchins 

Spiritual Jour-
ney 

Winterôs Gift 
Jane Donovan 

Christmas Day in 
the Morning 
Pearl S. Buck 

Christmas Gifts Only three books 
for December 

Friends & 
Family 

DeôMonteô Love 
Vance 
  

The Baby Sister 
Tomie dePaoloa 

Dad and Me in the 
Morning 
Larkin 

Mama Panyaôs 
Pancakes 
Chamberlin 

Environment The Bravest Dog 
Ever 
The True Story of 
Balto 
Standiford 

Mama, Do You Love 
Me? 
Joose 

Alaska Animal 
Babies 
Vanasse 

Emperorôs Egg 
Jenkins 

Personal Feel-
ings & Growth 

8 Laws of Health The Busy Body 
Book 
Rockwell 

The Busy Body 
Book 
Rockwell 

Only two books 
for March 

Yesterday Willie White and 
the Steamboat 

Papa and the  
Pioneer Quilt 
Van Leeuwen 

The Quilt Story 
Johnson & de-
Paola 

Iron Horses 

Social Issues & 
Culture 

Sam and the 
Lucky Money 
Chinn 

Beatriceôs Goat 
McBrier 

Jungle Thorn Four Feet Two 
Sandals 
Williams and 
Mohammed 



 

A special thanks to Amy Clark from Bonnerdale, Danielle Bunkley from Con-
roe, and Dame Toews from Ketchum for sharing pictures.  Amyôs students 
enjoyed learning from projects she participated in during the Southwestern 
Union Science Workshop last summer, including learning a lot about owls by 
dissecting prepared owl pellets.  Danielle and her students created beautiful 
Texas quilt squares that were then made into a special quilt that was sent to a 
sister school in Alaska.   When I visited Conroe, Danielleôs students were 
really involved in the Alaska project and especially in the Iditarod dog sled 
race, tracking each musherôs progress via the internet from day to day.  
Dameôs classroom has lots of interesting projects underway all the time, and 
they have been especially blessed by sharing with visiting students from Ko-
rea the past couple of summers.  As we include pictures, we will not identify 
students or schools since we post the newsletter on the internet and we want 
to preserve anonymity and safety. Please share with us as you create inter-
esting and exciting classroom projects  


